
Red Eye Diagnostic Algorithm 
Unilateral red eye  Bilateral red eye 

Focally hazy 

cornea 

Lashes touching 

eyeball 

Predominately 

itchy 

Predominately 

gritty / burning 

Larger pupil in 

red eye 

Smaller or same sized 

pupil in red eye 

Discharge No 

discharge 

Good eyelid 

closure 

Clear 

cornea 

Cornea 

staining with 

fluorescein  

Cornea not 

staining with 

fluorescein 

Photophobia No 

photophobia 

Acute  

Angle Closure 

Glaucoma  

Stromal 

Keratitis 

Epithelial 

Keratitis Iritis Scleritis 

Allergic 

Conjunctivitis 

Infective 

Conjunctivitis 

Dry 

 Eyes 

Entropian 

/Trichiasis 

DIAGNOSIS 

ACTION Urgent Review =call 

PAEP ARC/St Johns 

Eye Coordinator. 

Out of hours contact 

oncall Eye Doctor. 

Fax PAEP ARC on 0131 536 3129 for weekday review between 8.30  and 16.30  for same / next 

day review where possible. If weekend, call on-call doctor for same / next day weekend review.  

(If St John’s area, call Eye Nurse Co-ordinator on 01506 524286 , 9-5 mon-thurs, 9-12 Friday) 

Opatanol bd. 

GP / optician 

review after 

2 weeks. 

Carbomer  

gel qds. 

GP/optician 

review in 2 

weeks 

Chloramphenicol 

drops. GP / 

optician review 

after 2 weeks 

Lashes not touching 

eyeball 

Incomplete 

eyelid closure 

Painful Mild 

discomfort 

Epicleritis 

VII CN 

palsy 


